
	Elections 101: Women’s Political Participation

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Option B: Length of class – 60 minutes       


	Objectives: Students will learn about the history and influence of women as voters, political candidates and elected public officials in the United States and in Iowa. 

Additional objectives: Students will research a woman elected official from Iowa to understand her background and qualifications, issue positions, and contributions to public policy at the state or federal level. 

Standards: 
Iowa Core Inquiry Anchor Standards
Communicating and Critiquing Conclusions
SS.9-12.7. Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.
9-12 Civics and Government Standards
Apply Civic Dispositions and Democratic Principles
SS.Gov.9-12.19. Evaluate the effectiveness of political action in changing government and policy, such as voting, debate, contacting officials, campaign contributions, protest, civil disobedience, and any alternative methods of participation (21st century skills).
SS.Gov.9-12.22. Identify and evaluate the contributions of Iowans who have played a role in promoting civic and democratic principles. (21st century skills).
Interpret Processes, Rules and Laws
SS.Gov.9-12.23 Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the local, state, national, and international levels. (21st century skills).
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12
Key Ideas and Details
RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
WHST.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

	Assessment: Working in small groups, students will research an assigned current elected official from Iowa, answer questions on a worksheet, and participate in a class discussion. 

	Materials Needed: *Indicates material is found in the Women’s Political Participation folder.

Introduction: What Year Did Women Win the Right to Vote in the United States?
1. PPT: Day 12 – Women’s Political Participation.pptx* (slide 1)
2. Computer/tablet/phone with internet access

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Voters in the U.S. and Iowa
1. PPT: Day 12 – Women’s Political Participation.pptx* (slides 4-8)
2. Women’s Political Participation Interactive Notes.docx*
3. Computer/tablet/phone with internet access

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Political Candidates in the U.S. and Iowa
4. PPT: Day 12 – Women’s Political Participation.pptx* (slides 9-13)
5. Women’s Political Participation Interactive Notes.docx*
6. Computer/tablet/phone with internet access

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Elected Officials in the U.S. and Iowa
1. PPT: Day 12 – Women’s Political Participation.pptx* (slides 15-26)
2. Women’s Political Participation Interactive Notes.docx*
3. Computer/tablet/phone with internet access



	LEARNING PLAN:
Introduction: What Year Did Women Win the Right to Vote in the United States?
Start by opening the PPT titled “Women’s Political Participation in the United States and Iowa.pptx” found in the Day 12 folder. Slide 1: Ask class what year women won the right to vote in the United States by federal constitutional amendment. Answer: August 26, 1920, with ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. (2 minutes)

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Voters in the U.S. and Iowa (10 minutes)
1. Lecture: Skip slides 2 & 3. Review slides 4-8 of Women’s Political Participation .pptx*. Spend time discussing chart on Slide 7 to assess where gender gaps were the smallest and largest among groups of voters in the 2016 presidential election. Students should complete the interactive notes as the teacher guides them through the PPT.
2.    Sources: Slides 4 & 5 – https://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/genderdiff.pdf; Slide 6 – https://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/ggpresvote.pdf; Slide 7 – http://cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/post-election-gg-release-2016-presidential.pdf; Slide 8 – https://statusofwomendata.org/explore-the-data/political-participation/additional-state-data/political-participation-composite/

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Political Candidates in the U.S. and Iowa (10 minutes) 
1. Lecture: Slides 9-13 of Women’s Political Participation.pptx*. Spend time discussing chart on Slide 13 about the percentages of Iowa women candidates running in general elections from 2000 through 2018 (numbers include Iowa women running for U.S Congress, statewide elected office, and state legislature). Students should complete the interactive notes as the teacher guides them through the PPT.
1. Sources: Slides 9 & 10 – http://www.herhatwasinthering.org/, http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/can_histsum.pdf; Slide 11 – https://iastate.app.box.com/v/USCongressCandidate1962-2018, https://iastate.app.box.com/v/StateExecCandidates1932-2018; Slide 12 – https://iastate.app.box.com/v/StateExecCandidates1932-2018; Slide 13 – https://iastate.app.box.com/v/PercentIAGenElections2000-2018

Direct Instruction: The History and Influence of Women as Elected Officials in the U.S. and Iowa (20 minutes)
1. Lecture: Skip slide 14. Review slides 15-26 of Women’s Political Participation .pptx*. Spend time discussing chart on Slide 19 about the numbers of women running for and winning seats in the Iowa state Legislature from 2000 through 2018. Play campaign ads on Slides 23-26 and discuss questions about each ad posed in the interactive notes. Students should complete the interactive notes as the teacher guides them through the PPT.
2. Sources:  Slide 15 – https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/milestones-for-women; Slide 16 – https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/milestones-for-women, http://cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/results_release_5bletterhead5d_1.pdf, 
http://cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/press-release-state-legislatures-results-2018.pdf, https://cawp.rutgers.edu/women-elective-office-2019; Slides 17 & 18 – https://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/state_fact_sheets/ia, https://iastate.app.box.com/v/IowaWomenFirsts; Slide 19 – https://iastate.app.box.com/v/LegisCandidateWinner2000-2018; Slide 20 – https://cawp.rutgers.edu/current-numbers; Slide 21 – https://cawp.rutgers.edu/research/impact-women-public-officials
3. Web addresses for campaign ads (in case you can’t open videos on slides): Slide 23 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BgLwe8bFNg; Slide 24 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8W44Sqozt-U; 
Slide 25 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBFHsB_Stdc; Slide 26 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Kowv7fhz8k

Group research and report: (18 minutes – 10 minutes of group work; 8 minutes of class discussion)
1. Divide class into small groups and assign them to read about one of the following Iowa women elected officials:
a. U.S. Senator Joni Ernst
https://www.ernst.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/meet-joni
https://votesmart.org/candidate/biography/128583/joni-ernst#.XQkZZIhKg2w
b. U.S. Representative Cindy Axne
https://axne.house.gov/
https://votesmart.org/candidate/biography/179226/cindy-axne#.XQkacIhKg2w
c. Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds
https://governor.iowa.gov/about-the-governor
https://votesmart.org/candidate/biography/103324/kim-reynolds#.XQka7YhKg2w
d. U.S. Representative Abby Finkenauer
   https://finkenauer.house.gov/about/biography
         https://votesmart.org/candidate/biography/151127/abby-finkenauer#.XQkbQ4hKg2w

Working in their small group, each student should complete the interactive notes for this assignment to contribute to the class discussion (Slide 27). (Teacher can eliminate some questions from Slide 27 to stay within class discussion time).




